The ester 9-frans-p-coumaroyloxy-a-terpineol was isolated from a dichloromethane extract from the aerial parts of Haplopappus taeda Reiche (Asteraceae) [1] collected at the foothills in the Region del Maule (Chile). The compound was isolated and purified by usual chromatographic methods and its molecular structure was established by spectroscopic analysis [2] . Than it was dissolved in hexane at room temperature and colourless prismatic crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction studies grew over a period of one week when the solution was exposed to the air.
Discussion
The spectroscopic data of this natural ester were compared with those of other previously isolated derivatives. The stereochemistry of C7'=C8* double bond was assigned by comparision with reported couplings (J = 16.0 Hz) of the olefinic protons in the NMR spectrum of 9-fra/w-cinnamoyloxy-a-terpineol [3, 4] isolated from Haplopappus remyanus. The resinous leaves of Asteraceae are used in traditional medicine as digestive, as antiseptic, and also in relief of liver ailments or intestinal and urinary disorders. The scavenging activity [5] of the new ester was measured with DPPH and found to be IC50 75.5 μξ/πύ (quercetin as positive control: IC50 15.3 /<g/ml). The title compound was obtained as two symmetrically independent molecules in the crystal lattice with some difference in bond lengths, angles and torsion angles. For example, the hydroxyl group at atom C3 is coplanar with the benzene ring being the 01-C3-C4-C5 and 01'-C3'-C4'-C5' torsion angles of 179.6(5)° and -178.5(5)°, respectively. In the case of methyl group at C16 is also coplanar with the cyclohexene ring, being the values of the torsion angles C19-C16-C17-C18 and CI 9'-C16'-C17'-C18' of 178.8(5)° and -177.8(5)°, respectively. The greatest dissimilarity is that C9-03-C10-C11 torsion angle is of 151.5 (5)° while the corresponding C9'-03'-C10'-CI 1' torsion angle is of 121.7(5)° in the other molecule. Due to their structural equivalence the discussion focuses only on the first molecule. All the bond lengths and angles are within the normal ranges. The C16=C17 bond length of 1.319(7) Â correspond to the value for a double bond. The 01-C3 and 04-C11 bond lengths are 1.378(6) Â and 1.461(5) Â, respectively. As ex-C19H24O4 pected, the C6-C7-C8-C9 torsion angle of 177.9(2)° expresses a trans configuration of the molecule around the C7=C8 double bond. The planar conformation of the ester group is established from the torsion angles 02-C9-03-C10 (1.2(6)°) and C8-C9-03-C10 (179.4(1)°). In the crystal structure, molecules are interconnected by intermolecular O-H-O hydrogen bonds to form infinite chains running along [100], which seems to be effective in the stabilization of the structure. Three types of hydrogen bonds can be observed between the hydroxyl and carbonyl groups. The details of the Ol'-HIO' 04 bond are: </(ΟΓ-HIO') = 0. ( 
